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under each Archdiocese of the church around the globe and it is the Archdiocese responsibility in
leading and ensuring the preparation and implementation of the plans according to the church’s
doctrine and cannon. This holiday is a global Orthodox Church holiday and needs a lot of

me’s quite a great deal of time and resources. It is the responsibility of the
archdiocese to oversight over fifty churches in its jurisdiction,(in the state of Marylan,
Commonwealth of Virginia, Delaware, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia). Because
there are only a few priests and archbishops working in the archdiocese, reviewing cases and
responding quickly has been difficult given the limited resources. It is the responsibility of the
archdiocese to oversight the dogmatic and canonical application and review the prayers in these
gatherings at the local churches. While the plaintiff filed a motion for Temporary restraining
order (TRO) the archdiocese representative appeared contrary to the limited amount of time and
responded accordingly.

Another reason is that the plaintiff has failed to clearly describe how the archdiocese’s actions
have directly impacted him or specify the judgment he wants the court to deliver. The Plaintiff is
not a known direct volunteer or employee of the archdiocese nor have any hierarchical
empowerment to oversight the performance of the archdiocese, and it is not clear how the
Archdiocese is pulled into this legal case. Per the understanding of the diocese, the plaintiff is a
member of St, Michael church and worships there, this church is known and registered under the
archdiocese. The plaintiff is bound by the rules and regulations set in the bylaws of the specific
church. His disqualification and exclusion from election for the parish committee hasno___
correlation with the diocese. The diocese has an advisory and oversight role over the appropriate
teaching, and application, of ‘dmhodox Tewahido Church d doctrine and proper

NATE%P implementation of its cannons, it does not have any admlnlstratlve role in the church, at all. L
A C,% 2. . —— —
N+HnCh Plaintiff requests for the implementation of the “Qale awadi”. The “Qale awadi is th‘e’ o °
P @65 Ethiopian Orthodox Church governing law in Ethiopia and developed based in a way that does AN A¢
PUY not contradict with the Ethiopian Constitution and environment. Since local churches were NN+
ghggzq“% formed in different ways and have varying by-laws, the archdiocese cannot require them to PYPCLT
C comply with its directives till a final one is produced. However, the church Archdiocese is PR+hCNt

currently working with the churches to create similarity in administrative operation among the £
churches. The “Qale awadi” issued by the Patriarchate office from Addis Ababa, lacks certain 782
compliance to the country and the environment the archdiocese is operating and cannot be N 2PA
executed as is. It needs significant modification to align with the local laws. For that reason, The K 2,bNATD
Archdiocese currently refining and working with a group of professionals to review the “Qale

wadi” and make it in consistent with the US Federal and state law and environment. The

archdiocese representative explained this position during the TRO hearing held on September 4

and 5 where a judgement was made against the plaintiff.
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Currently, the Archdiocese has not established any governing laws for the churches to ) ooyt
Qlow; instead, each church is operating under its own self-developed by-laws. As th){ g YA
1

Archdiocese does not have any role in the election process in any of the church at this moment it
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is the duty and responsibility of the governance of the church to handle its daily activities by its
own developed by laws.

Under Rule 55(a)(3)(A) (“Extension of Time to Plead or Otherwise Defend”), “Before an order
of default is issued, the time to plead or otherwise defend may be extended by one of the
following: (A) an order granting a motion, which shows good cause for the extension[.]” “By the
express terms of Rule 55(a), the default ha[s] not yet taken effect, and the court [is] authorized to
extend the time to plead on a showing of good cause.” Luna v. A.E. Engineering Servs., LLC,
938 A.2d 744, 747 (D.C. 2007). Any default judgement will negatively impact the global church.
Here, The Archdiocese filed its Motion to Dismiss before entry of any default. Defendant’s
appearance at the TRO hearing to contest the motion, and the explanations above; the Court has
good cause to extend the period and accept the Motion to Dismiss and deny Plaintiff’s request
for entry of default.

Hence, for this reason we inquire into the court to allow extension of time to respond to the
complaint filed by the plaintiff,
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